OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH & SERVICE

SATURDAY: WOrship....coceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiiisieeascsnscsnsscnes 5:30pm
NT UMY D VN T A 1) 5 1 1)+ 9:00am
FelloWShip...cooviiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiicineceennon 10:00am
Education Hour ....cccooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeane. 10:15am
MONDAY: QUIEIS cccoiiiiiiineiiiiiiiiieisseiiieesseessssssccsssssssssssscsssssssssssces 9:00am
TUESDAY: Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study.. ....cccccvvivviiiiinnnnnnn. 9:00am
His T0OO ClIaSs «ovvviuniiiinniiiiineieiinnionnne sovsennsessssssssnsssosnnsses 3:00pm
Church Council Meeting .......cccvevuviiiniiiniiiiniiiniiieiiinrennens 6:00pm
Quarterly Reports due
WEDNESDAY: Meal served by Helen & Mike Ramsey ........ccccovviinnnnnn. 5:00pm
Mid-week 3rd-6th grade ........cceveiveviiiiiniiiiinniiiiniieiinnccnnns 5:00pm
LYF here at St. Paul
Confirmation 7th —8th grade........c.ccccevveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnee 7:30pm
DA 11T LA @ 1 11 1 N 7:30pm-8:00pm
One Accord Practice .....cccovvviiiniiiiniiiniiieiiinicnnecnnnns 8:00pm-8:30pm
THURSDAY: Women’s Guild ....ccccovveiiiniiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiinscsescnnn 1:30pm
FRIDAY: Highland Ridge Worship ......cccoveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniennnen. 10:30am
NEXT SAT: Worship/Communion......c.ccevveee veviiniiieiimiietciieeeiareinecescens 5:30pm
SUNDAY: Palm Sunday/Worship/Communion........c.cceeee ceverineinennnnnenen 9:00am
L 1002 1 1) 10:00am
Education Hour......ccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiinnen. 10:15am
Highland Ridge Worship .....ccccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieinne ooe 3:00pm

The Lutheran Hour April 9," Humble Strength for Eternal Salvation'" Lutheran Hour
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz On Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, not
to set up an earthly kingdom but to overcome sin and death--for us. (Philippians 2:5-11)On
WGN-720AM at 6am, WMT 600AM at 6:30 am, WHO-1040AM at 7:30 am, or XM’s Family
Talk Radio XM170 at noon.

Attendance Last Week:
Saturday — 52 Sunday — 125 Wednesday 29th — 82 Total 259
Adult Bible Study— 17 Sunday School — 17 His Too Class — 8

Home Purpose March 26 —$5406.00
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Welcome to worship! We greet you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and pray that as you
worship this day you will be strengthened by His love and grace. Visifors: Our worship has
been enriched by your presence! Please return soon. Members: Let us truly be the family of
God in greeting and loving one another. Everyone: Please sign the Record of Fellowship book
found in each pew. After Sunday worship please join us in the Fellowship Hall. Refreshments
served by Parish Education.
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Open House: Erna Davies celebrates her 90" birthday on Saturday, January 5, 2018, at St Paul
Lutheran Church with an open house 1:00-3:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Her actual birthday
is January 7. Please come help her celebrate all of the blessings she has been given through-
out her very full life. Hosted by her children: John, Linda, Kristine, and James, along with
many grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Divine Service, Setting One

Hymn Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 sts. 1-3
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.
n a hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall.

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010329.
Public domain

Invocation, Confession & Absolution of Sins LSB 151
[0 In the name of the Father and of the [1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
o Amen.

1 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

¢

O

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as our-
selves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

¢

[ Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the [J Son and of the Holy Spirit.

ov Amen.

Hymn Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 sts. 47



4 He undertakes a great exchange, 6 He is the key and He the door

Puts on our human frame, To blesséd paradise;

And in return gives us His realm, The angel bars the way no more.
His glory, and His name, To God our praises rise,
His glory, and His name. To God our praises rise.

5 Heis aservant, I alord: 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,

How great a mystery! Lord Jesus, we adore

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! And praise to God the Father yield
No truer friend than He, And Spirit evermore;
No truer friend than He. We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010329.
Public domain

Kyrie LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
[0 The Lord be with you.

< And also with you.

[1 Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son
yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who
made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

o Amen.

Old Testament Reading Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15

'The Lorp said to Moses, *“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the
womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”

Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LorRD brought you out from this place.



"«When the LorD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers,
and shall give it to you, '“you shall set apart to the LoRrD all that first opens the womb. All the
firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the LorD’s. *Every firstborn of a donkey you shall
redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man
among your sons you shall redeem. '*And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this
mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LorRD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of
slavery.

For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lorbp killed all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lorp all the
males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.””

ORA This is the Word of the Lord.
ov Thanks be to God.

Epistle Colossians 3:12—17

2Pyt on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience, *bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. '“And above all these put on love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 'And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. '°Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. '”And whatever you do, in word or deed, do every-
thing in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

O—A> This is the Word of the Lord.
ov Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40

(1 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
ov Glory to You, O Lord.

2 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph]
brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord *(as it is written in the Law of the Lord,
“Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) **and to offer a sacrifice ac-
cording to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” *’Now
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, wait-



ing for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. **And it had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he Would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. >’ And he came in
the Spirit into the temple and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to

the custom of the Law, ghe took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

*<Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
accordlng to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation
*!that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

3 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. **And Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold this child is appomted for the fall and rising of many in Israel,
and for a sign that is opposed >(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts
from many hearts may be revealed.”

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was ad-
vanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, *’and then as
a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and
prayer night and day. **And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak
of h1m to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

3% And when they had performed everythlng according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “°And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him.

[0 This is the Gospel of the Lord.
oo Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Hymn Now Sing We, Now Rejoice LSB 386
Sermon No More Waiting Luke 2:22-40

Apostles’ Creed
ov I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He de-
scended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life O everlasting. Amen.

Offering

Hymn Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring LSB 353



Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

(1 Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

ov Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Benediction LSB 166

[0 The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and [ give you peace.
ov Amen.

Hymn Gentle Mary Laid Her Child LSB 374
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Bible Study Note. There will be no adult Sunday morning Bible study this week. Enjoy some extra
time in fellowship. Next week, we begin a study of the Thessalonian letters. These letters offer en-
couragement for daily living as we look forward to the Second Coming of Christ. Join us for this
study beginning January 6.

New Year’s Eve Service. December 31 brings to end another calendar year. We give thanks to God
for the blessings of the year that is past, and look forward in hope to all He will bestow upon us in the
new year. With our focus on the blessings of God, we will gather for our New Year’s Eve service at
6:30 p.m. Encourage family members and friends to join you.



