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Justification
We unanimously
believe, teach, and
confess the
following about the
righteousness of
faith before God,
in accordance with
the comprehensive
summary of our
faith and
confession
presented above. A
poor sinful person
is justified before
God, that is,
absolved and
declared free and
exempt from all
his sins and from
the sentence of
well-deserved
condemnation,
and is adopted
into sonship and
inheritance of
eternal life,
without any merit
or worth of his
own. This happens
without any
preceding, present,
or subsequent
works, out of pure
grace, because of
the sole merit,
complete
obedience, bitter
suffering, death,
and resurrection of
our Lord Christ
alone. His
obedience is
credited to us for
righteousness.
(Formula SD art iii)
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Review Terms:
Faith Law and Gospel
Repentance Image of God
Justification Original Sin
Law and Gospel Sin
atonement reconciled

Two Natures
Incarnation
Redeemed
vicarious
Means of Grace

Justified by Faith:

» Faith justifies not because it is such a good work or because it is so beautiful a virtue. It justifies
because it lays hold of and accepts Christ’s merit in the promise of the Holy Gospel.* For this
merit must be applied and become ours through faith if we are to be justified by it. ** Therefore,
the righteousness that is credited to faith or to the believer out of pure grace is Christ’s
obedience, suffering, and resurrection, since He has made satisfaction for us to the Law and
paid for cexpiated> our sins.

T Romans 3:28; 4:5

v’ Justified — Sikauéw - to be found in the right, free of charges — declared righteous

v" Righteous - ikato¢ — just, righteous — one who does what is right

v"  Righteousness — SikatooUvn — the quality or state of being righteous — (redemption)
v' Faith — nioti¢ — faith, trust, belief — confidence in someone or something.

» We believe, teach, and confess that our righteousness before God is this: God forgives our sins
out of pure grace, without any work, merit, or worthiness of ours preceding, present, or
following. He presents and credits to us the righteousness of Christ’s obedience [Romans 5:17—
18; 6:]. Because of this righteousness, we are received into grace by God and regarded as
righteous.

> We believe, teach, and confess that faith alone is the means and instrument through which we
lay hold of Christ. So, in Christ we lay hold of that righteousness that benefits us before God
[Romans 1:17], for whose sake this faith is credited to us for righteousness (Romans 4:5).

» For faith makes righteous only because, as a means and instrument, it lays hold of, and
accepts, God’s grace and Christ’s merit in the Gospel promise.

Faith — Not Works
» These treasures (see sidebar) are brought to us by the Holy Spirit in the promise of the Holy
Gospel. Faith alone is the only means through which we lay hold on, accept, apply, and take
them for ourselves. ' This faith is God’s gift [Ephesians 2:8-9], by which we truly learn to know
Christ, our Redeemer, in the Word of the Gospel and trust in Him. We trust that for the sake of
His obedience alone we have the forgiveness of sins by grace, are regarded as godly and righteous
by God the Father and are eternally saved.
t Romans 3:20, 28; Ephesians 2:8-9
t 2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 3:5

True Faith:

> We believe, teach, and confess that the contrition (guilt, sorrow) that comes before justification,
and the good works that follow it, do not belong to the article of justification before God.

» Yet one is not to imagine a kind of faith that can exist and abide with, and alongside of, a wicked
intention to sin and to act against the conscience. But after man has been justified through faith,
then a true living faith works by love (Galatians 5:6). Good works always follow justifying faith
and are surely found with it—if it is true and living faith [James 2:26]. Faith is never alone, but
always has love and hope with it [1 Corinthians 13:13].

t James 2:26; 1 Corinthians 13:13
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Divine and Human
Neither Christ’s
divine nor human
nature by itself is
credited to us for
righteousness, but
only the obedience
of the person who
is at the same time
God and man. And
faith thus values
Christ’s person
because it was
made under the
Law [Galatians 4:4]
for us and bore our
sins, and, in His
going to the Father,
He offered to His
heavenly Father for
us poor sinners His
entire, complete
obedience. This
extends from His
holy birth even unto
death. In this way,
He has covered all
our disobedience,
which dwells in our
nature, and its
thoughts, words,
and works. So
disobedience is not
charged against us
for condemnation.
It is pardoned and
forgiven out of pure
grace alone, for
Christ’s sake
(Formula SD art iii).
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Regeneration:

v'regeneration - experience of a complete change of life, rebirth (Titus 3:5) - baptism

> We teach that through the Holy Spirit’s work we are born anew and justified. But the sense is
not that after regeneration no unrighteousness clings anymore to the justified and
regenerate in their being and life. It means that Christ covers all their sins (which in this life
still dwell in nature) with His complete obedience.

» But despite this they are declared and regarded godly and righteous by faith and for the sake
of Christ’s obedience (which Christ rendered to the Father for us from His birth to His most
humiliating death on the cross [Philippians 2:8]). Still, because of their corrupt nature, they
are and will remain sinners to the grave. Nor, on the other hand, is this the meaning: without
repentance, conversion, and renewal we can or should yield to sins and remain and continue
in them.

Kept in True Faith:

What does it mean to be kept in the true faith?

» Through His sanctifying Word, the Holy Spirit continually directs my faith to God’s works and
His promises in Christ.

T John 8:31-32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My
word, you are truly My disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.”

Philippians 1:6 | am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:5 [We] who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time.

Faith Comes First:

> True, saving faith is not in people who lack contrition and sorrow and who have a wicked
plan to remain and continue in sins. But true contrition comes first, and genuine faith is in
or with true repentance.

» Love is a fruit that surely and necessarily also follows true faith. The fact that a person does
not love is a sure sign that he is not justified. He is still in death or has lost the righteousness
of faith again, as John says (1 John 3:14). But Paul says [in Romans 3:28], “For we hold that
one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.” He shows that neither the contrition
that comes first, nor the works that follow, belong in the article or action of justification by
faith. Good works do not come before justification but follow it. A person must first be
justified before he can do good works.

T 1John 3:11-19

Good Works Follow Faith:

Good works do not come before faith, neither does sanctification come before justification.
First, in conversion faith is kindled in us by the Holy Spirit from the hearing of the Gospel. Faith
lays hold of God’s grace in Christ, by which the person is justified. Then, when the person is
justified, he is also renewed and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. From this renewal and
sanctification, the fruit of good works then follow.




